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Preliminary report of culturing Florida softshell turtle (Apalone ferox)

SHI Jun', LI Qing —le* (1. Guangxi Fishery Institute, Nanning 530021; 2. Guangxi University, Nanning 530005)

Abstract: The comparison experiments were conducted on the growth of Florida softshell turtle ( Apalone ferox )

and the biological characteristics were observed. The results showed the living habits of Florida softshell turtle

( Apalone ferox ) are similar to the Chinese Shanrui softshell turtle ( Apalone ferox ), its resistance to diseases is

strong, the survival rate is high, and the growth rate is quick and the meat is fine. The parent softshell turtles

produce many eggs, the egg is large and has a high fertilization rate, and the capacity for producing offspring is su-

perior to that of the Chinese Shanrui softshell turtle ( Apalone ferox ). The heaviest young softshell turtle was

4kg in 14 months with artificial formula feed, the average weight was 1. 5kg. Because of its short raising duration

and high yield, raising Florida softshell turtle has a high development potential in China.
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